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	Greetings, 

The September 30 deadline for the Governor to sign or veto legislation has now passed and, at least with regard to the bills we supported, it was "Slaughter on Teamster Street."  We asked Governor Schwarzenegger to sign thirteen bills and he vetoed twelve, giving lie to the notion that Arnold is a "moderate" Republican Governor.  At least on our issues, the Terminator is no moderate.

 

Here are some examples of the bills that the Governor vetoed:

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION
The Governor's most disappointing-and unexpected-veto was of AB 2878 by Assembly Members Joel Anderson, (R) El Cajon, Mark DeSaulnier (D) Martinez and Dave Jones, (D) Sacramento.  AB 2878 would have increased the amount of equity a homeowner could protect as part of the "homestead exemption" for the first time in many years.  The bill had no opposition and passed the Legislature virtually unanimously.  The Governor's veto message basically said that the bill wasn't very important.  Maybe not to wealthy people like Arnold Schwarzenegger, but to people who are unemployed, in debt, or facing bankruptcy, it could help them preserve some equity in their homes.  Funny how we can find billions to bailout banks, insurance companies, and corporations, but we can't do anything for working Americans.

RIGHT TO PRE-DESIGNATE YOUR DOCTOR
The Governor also vetoed SB 1338 by Senator Carole Migden, (D) San Francisco, that would have extended the law that allows our members to predesignate their treating physician in the workers' compensation system.  The law will expire next year and is very important for our members so that they can avoid being treated by employer medical hacks and can go to their own doctor.  In his veto message, the Governor stated that he was vetoing the bill because "there is no reason a select few employees should be allowed to opt out of a system that is working well for everyone else."  The workers' compensation system "working well for everyone."  I think the Governor is confusing injured workers with his insurance company friends. 

WORKERS' COMPENSATION 

 In another area of workers' compensation, the Governor vetoed AB 507 by Assembly Member Hector De La Torre, (D) Southgate, which would have required employers to post on the internet if they had workers' compensation in effect.  Although the bill had little opposition in the Legislature and was supported by both employers and unions, it was still vetoed.  Similarly, the Governor vetoed AB 2969, a bill by Assembly Member Sally Lieber, (D) Mountain View, that would have required that doctors who approve medical procedures for injured workers be licensed to practice medicine in California.  This was a common sense proposal that would prevent doctors with a different standard of practice from reviewing treatment under California law.

HEALTH CARE 

With regard to the all important issue of heath insurance coverage, the Governor vetoed two important bills, both by State Senator Sheila Kuehl, (D) Los Angeles.  SB 840 would have created a single payer system of universal health care and SB 1440 would have limited health insurers overhead costs to 15% of the premiums paid-an idea that the Governor embraced in his own failed health insurance proposal.  I guess it was a good idea when he thought of it, but a bad idea when it was someone else's idea. 

LA COUNTY RAIL & MASS TRANSIT PROJECTS
The one bill that we supported that the Governor actually signed was AB 2321 by Assembly Member Mike Feuer, (D) Los Angeles, which would simply permit the voters of Los Angeles County to vote on a measure to increase the local sales tax to fund commuter rail and other mass transit projects.  The voters must still approve a local ballot measure by a 2/3rds vote in the November election.

BUDGET CRISIS RESOLVED? NOT!
After the longest budget stalemate in California history (the budget was more than 80 days late), the Legislature threw in the towel and passed a "get out of town budget."  On the way out the door, however, the Democrats sold out most of their principles.  First of all, they simply failed to address the $15 billion budget deficit and rolled it over until next year.  So next year's fight is probably going to make this year's look like child's play.  Moreover, they took the opportunity to bend to the will of some big Silicon Valley Corporate executives and pass legislation to take away overtime pay from certain high tech computer workers.  Why did they do this?  It's not clear whether they felt pressure from the Republicans or it was a convenient time to get away with helping the corporate fat cats in an election year.  In either case, it was shameful conduct.  Finally, they managed to give corporations a $500 million tax break with no offsetting revenue, which means they will be taking it out of the hides of poor people and school children.
 
One of the biggest problems in breaking the budget stalemate is that California is one of only three states that require a 2/3rds vote to pass a state budget.  A small minority of legislators in safe seats can hold up the budget forever.  This happens year in and year out.  This year, Governor Schwarzenegger agreed with the majority Democrats that a temporary sales tax increase was necessary to get us out of the mess, but the minority Republicans would have nothing of it.  In the end, Governor Schwarzenegger was terminated by his own political party and was unable to get even one Republican to vote for his budget.
 
Next year, the voters will have a chance to weigh in on the mess as the Governor has promised to call a special election-which will probably be held next June.  It seems as though we are in a perpetual cycle of elections, special elections, and perhaps even gubernatorial recalls.  The California Correctional Peace Officers Association, nursing a grudge the size of San Quentin and Folsom  combined, have been making threats to recall Arnold.  Sound like an idle threat?  That's what Gray Davis thought.

Just a reminder, the last day to register to vote is October 20, 2008. 

Be sure to vote on November 4, 2008. 

Sincerely,

 

Barry Broad, 
Legislative Director, CTPAC
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