	


	October 2, 2009

	Greetings,
In a resounding victory for those who provide and those who depend on public transit in California, the State Supreme Court late yesterday rejected the Schwarzenegger Administration's appeal of a lower court ruling that annual raids on transit funding are illegal. By declining to accept the Petition for Review filed by state officials, the high court upheld the ruling of the Third District Court of Appeal that recent funding diversions violated a series of statutory and constitutional amendments enacted by voters via four statewide initiatives dating back     to1990. 

What this means is that the state is barred from future similar raids on funding and that the state will have to repay the roughly $3 billion that it has diverted from public transit to pay for other programs. This will likely not happen immediately because the state is broke but it is certainly good news for those transit workers who have seen service cuts, layoffs, and attempted roll backs at the bargaining table. 


	
	Stay tuned for more information as it becomes available. 

Barry Broad, Legislative Director
CTPAC
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